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BUS LANE WILL SPEED TRANSIT COMMUTE ALONG HIGHWAY 99

RICHMOND Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Kevin Falcon, along with Richmond East
MLA Linda Reid, officially broke ground today on the shoulder bus lane project along Highway 99 in
Richmond, which will eventually carry transit commuters from White Rock to the Canada Line.
This dedicated bus lane will move transit riders past rush-hour congestion on one of the busiest
stretches of Highway 99 northbound, said Falcon. When we provide transit options like this that are
quicker and more convenient than the single-occupant vehicle, well get people out of their cars and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Transportation infrastructure projects like this bus-only lane will give commuters more reasons
to take transit, said Reid. With this new bus lane, and the Canada Lines estimated 100,000 riders daily,
improved transit connections to and through Richmond will provide tremendous benefits to our local
economy.
The shoulder of Highway 99 northbound from Westminster Highway to Bridgeport Road, a
distance of 2.8 km, will be widened to create a bus-only lane. Warning signals at on-ramps along the
route will be automatically activated to provide priority for bus transit. The lane will be used by current
northbound transit service, and will also be used by RapidBus BC service, once in operation, to carry
commuters to the Canada Lines Bridgeport Station.
The new bus lane will offer superior travel time reliability for south of Fraser commuters
connecting to the Canada Line and we appreciate the province's initiative to move quickly on this
project, said Tom Prendergast, CEO of TransLink. There's no doubt that motorists will notice how well
the bus-only lanes help our highway coaches avoid the heavy traffic line-ups and we expect this is
going to entice quite a few more Vancouver-bound commuters onto transit."

RapidBus BC is a key pillar of the Provincial Transit Plan. Commuters
riding RapidBus BC will get high quality, point-to-point service with minimal stops along a number of
high-profile corridors in the Lower Mainland, including Highway 99 in both directions between White
Rock and Richmond.

Jacob Bros. Construction Ltd. of Surrey was awarded a $4.7-million contract to build the fourmetre-wide shoulder bus lane, which will be complete in summer 2009.
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