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Dear Chair Robertson: 

 

Re: Mayors’ Council Proposed New Revenue Source 

 

I am writing to provide you with additional information respecting the Mayors' Council 

proposed new revenue source of a 0.5% Metro Congestion Improvement Tax (MCIT), to be 

applied to transactions within the Metro Vancouver Region. 

 

The province is prepared to support the implementation of this new revenue source, subject to 

the results of the plebiscite, in a manner which is as seamless and cost effective as possible for 

Metro Vancouver businesses and consumers. To achieve this objective, the province would 

enable this tax to be administered as an addition to the existing provincial sales tax (PST) 

within the region. For further clarification, this means that consumers would see a combined 

PST and MCIT totalling 7.5% at the point of sale. We would not require businesses to 

separately identify the MCIT on receipts or invoices. The revenues collected would be subject 

to independent audits and annual reviews.  

 

Additionally, the tax base for the MCIT will mirror the PST tax base to the fullest extent 

administratively possible, unless the Mayors' Council otherwise determines that additional 

exemptions are warranted. Recognizing that the province will require adequate time to prepare 

for this tax, as well as those lower mainland consumers and businesses are seeking clarity, I ask 

that any considerations of the Mayors for additional exemptions be determined as quickly as 

possible.  

 

In taking these steps, we would enable this tax to be both administered and remitted by 

businesses in conjunction with the existing PST, and not requiring it to be separately identified 

on any receipts or invoices, would address a number of the concerns expressed by the business 

community. 

.../2 



- 2 - 

 

 

I trust this additional information will be helpful as you prepare for the upcoming plebiscite on 

this new revenue source. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Todd G. Stone 

Minister 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


